CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Submission 992 (Michael Behen, City of Palmdale, April 13, 2021)

Bakersfield - Palmdale - RECORD #992 DETAIL

Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 5/7/2021

Affiliation Type : Local Agency
Submission Date : 4/13/2021

Interest As : Local Agency
Submission Method : Email

First Name : Michael

Last Name : Behen

Professional Title : Deputy City Manager
Business/Organization : City of Palmdale
Address : 38300 Sierra Highway
Apt./Suite No. : Suite A

City : Palmdale

State : CA

Zip Code : 93550

Telephone : (661) 267-5337

Email : mbehen@cityofpalmdale.org
Cell Phone : (661) 810-6978

Email Subscription :

Add to Mailing List : Yes

EIR/EIS Comment : No

Attachments : 992_CityofPalmdale_email_04132021.pdf (64 kb)

California High-Speed Rail Authority

992-1283

From: Mike Behen <mbehen@cityofpalmdale.org>

Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 4:56 PM

To: Cederoth, Margaret (Meg) @HSR <margaret.cederoth@hsr.ca.gov>

Cc: Lichty, Ben@HSR <Ben.Lichty@HSR.CA.GOV>

Subject: CHSRA - Bakersfield to Palmdale Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The City of Palmdale has reviewed the above-referenced document and has no comments at this
time. Please contact me at 661-267-5337 if you have any questions. Sincerely, Mike Behen

Michael “Mike” Behen
Deputy City Manager

38300 Sierra Highway, Suite A
Palmdale, CA 93550
661-810-6978 (cell)
mbehen@cityofpalmdale.org
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CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Submission 866 (Jay Schlosser, City of Tehachapi, March 1, 2021)

866-973

Bakersfield - Palmdale - RECORD #866 DETAIL

Status :

Record Date :
Affiliation Type :
Submission Date :
Interest As :
Submission Method :
First Name :

Last Name :
Professional Title :

Business/Organization :

Address :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :
Telephone :

Email :

Cell Phone :

Email Subscription :

Add to Mailing List :
EIR/EIS Comment :

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

The City of Tehachapi provided comments to the first draft of the Bakersfield to Palmdale section. Would you
please send us an electronic copy of the entire revised EIR/EIS?

Thanks

John (Jay) H. Schlosser, P.E.
Development Services Director

City of Tehachapi

Office: 661-822-2200 ext 115

Action Pending
3/1/2021

Local Agency
3/1/2021

Local Agency
Project Email
Jay

Schlosser

Development Services Director

City of Tehachapi
117 S Robinson Street

Tehachapi

CA

93561

661-822-2200 ext 115

jschlosser@tehachapicityhall.com

Bakersfield to Palmdale
, Press Releases

Yes
Yes

[City Logo for Email]<http://www.tehachapicityhall.com/>

[cid:image002.png@01D70E6D.8598B280]<https://twitter.com/cityoftehachapi>
[cid:image003.png@01D70E6D.8598B280] <https://www.instagram.com/cityoftehachapi/>

[cid:image004.png@01D70E6D.8598B280]

<https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChOHOSFazMT27ynDXhkUQOA>

<http://www.facebook.com/cityoftehachapi>
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CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Submission 872 (Jay Schlosser, City of Tehachapi, March 8, 2021)

872-978

Bakersfield - Palmdale - RECORD #872 DETAIL

Status :

Record Date :
Affiliation Type :
Submission Date :
Interest As :
Submission Method :
First Name :

Last Name :
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :

Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :
Telephone :

Email :

Cell Phone :

Email Subscription :
Add to Mailing List :
EIR/EIS Comment :

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

| have not received a response to the below email. Please provide a full copy of the revised EIR/EIS

John (Jay) H. Schlosser, P.E.
Development Services Director
City of Tehachapi

Office: 661-822-2200 ext 115

Action Pending
3/9/2021

Local Agency

3/8/2021

Local Agency

Project Email

Jay

Schlosser
Development Services Director
City of Tehachapi

115 S Robinson Street

Tehachapi
CA
93561

jschlosser@tehachapicityhall.com

[City Logo for Email]<http://www.tehachapicityhall.com/>

[cid:image002.png@01D7140F . EE6DBOBO]<https://twitter.com/cityoftehachapi>
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<http://www.facebook.com/cityoftehachapi>

From: Jay Schlosser

Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 7:36 AM
To: Bakersfield_Palmdale@hsr.ca.gov

Subject: HSRA Web Inquiry: Project Section Environmental Documents

The City of Tehachapi provided comments to the first draft of the Bakersfield to Palmdale section. Would you

please send us an electronic copy of the entire revised EIR/EIS?

Thanks
John (Jay) H. Schlosser, P.E.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

Development Services Director

City of Tehachapi

Office: 661-822-2200 ext 115

[City Logo for Email]<http://www.tehachapicityhall.com/>
[cid:image002.png@01D7140F.EE6DBOBO0]<https://twitter.com/cityoftehachapi>
[cid:image003.png@01D7140F.EE6DBOBO] <https://www.instagram.com/cityoftehachapi/>
[cid:image004.png@01D7140F . EE6DBOBO0]
<https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChOHOSFazMT27ynDXhkUQOA>  [facebook-email]
<http://www.facebook.com/cityoftehachapi>
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Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Response to Submission 872 (Jay Schlosser, City of Tehachapi, March 8, 2021)

872-978

Refer to Response to Comment 866-973, contained in this chapter.
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Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Response to Submission 908 (Robert Ball, Kern COG, April 6, 2021) - Continued

908-1043

The commenter requests the addition of a mitigation measure requiring future
coordination efforts with Caltrans to identify opportunities to use the excess fill
generated by the HSR project on Caltrans projects. The Authority and Caltrans have
initiated discussions to transfer excess fill material for use in Caltrans projects in an
effort to minimize placement of fill in the proposed stockpile area. However, the
schedule for completing the 40 percent design and updated quantities of available
borrow for the high-speed rail is unknown as funding has not yet been programmed for
this work. The design and funding for improvements to SR 58 project is outside of the
control of the Authority. Should high-speed rail construction occur prior to the SR 58
improvements, the Authority will request Caltrans to identify suitable areas adjacent to
SR 58 where the excess material could be stockpiled for future use for SR 58 project
construction. The Authority will continue to coordinate with Caltrans regarding the
construction schedules for the high-speed rail project and planned improvements to SR
58.

The requested mitigation measure has not been added to this Final EIR/EIS because
existing mitigation measure BIO-MM#85 provides superior mitigation for impacts to core
and patch habitat for mountain lion by providing compensatory mitigation for loss of
habitat.

May 2021 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Submission 874 (Robert Ball, Kern County Council of Governments, March 9, 2021)

874-980

Bakersfield - Palmdale - RECORD #874 DETAIL

Status :

Record Date :
Affiliation Type :
Submission Date :
Interest As :
Submission Method :
First Name :

Last Name :
Professional Title :

Business/Organization :

Address :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :
Telephone :

Email :

Cell Phone :

Email Subscription :
Add to Mailing List :
EIR/EIS Comment :

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

This is Rob Ball calling from Kern County Council of Governments my number is (661) 496-6158, that's my cell
phone number. Uh.. we'd like to set up a meeting with Authority staff on a comment that we are developing on
the revised um uh Bakerkersfield to Palmdale uh EIR uh that's due April 12th and and we are developing some
comments uh related to uh mountain lion crossings of uh the high-speed rail corridor. If you give me a call back
I'd appreciate it, at that number and uh see how we can set up a meeting with the appropriate staff at high-

Action Pending
3/9/2021

Local Agency
3/9/2021

Local Agency
Telephone
Robert

Ball

Kern County Council of Governments

CA
0000
(661) 496-6158

Yes
No

speed rail Authority on that. Appreciated it thanks, bye.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

May 2021
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Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Response to Submission 874 (Robert Ball, Kern County Council of Governments, March 9, 2021)

874-980

Per the request of the commenter, the Authority met with KernCOG staff, Caltrans
District 9 staff, and representatives of The Nature Conservancy on April 2, 2021.

May 2021 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Submission 969 (Jeff Gletne, Kern County Fire Department, April 12, 2021)

Bakersfield - Palmdale - RECORD #969 DETAIL

Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 4/12/2021

Affiliation Type : State Agency
Submission Date : 4/12/2021

Interest As : State Agency
Submission Method : Project Email

First Name : Jeff

Last Name : Gletne

Professional Title : Forester
Business/Organization : Kern County Fire Department
Address : 5642 Victor Street
Apt./Suite No. :

City : Bakersfield

State : CA

Zip Code : 93308

Telephone : (661) 391-7000

Email : David.Shy@fire.ca.gov
Cell Phone :

Email Subscription :

Add to Mailing List :

EIR/EIS Comment :
Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

In put from Kern Co. Fire

David Shy

Division Chief - Pre Fire

[Description: cid:image001.jpg@01CCFBO0C.8B719D80] [Description:
cid:image002.gif@01CCFB0C.8B719D80]

Tulare Unit

(559)732-5954 ext. 105 Office

(559)280-5077 Cell

(559)732-5963 FAX

From: Jeff Gletne <jgletne@kerncountyfire.org>
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2021 2:10 PM

To: Shy, David@CALFIRE <David.Shy@fire.ca.gov>
Cc: Corey Regan <cregan@kerncountyfire.org>
Subject: High Speed Rail letter

Warning: this message is from an external user and should be treated with caution.

Hi Dave
Could you forward this letter to the appropriate person? Thank you.

Jeff

California High-Speed Rail Authority

969-1201

David Witt
Fire Chief & Director of Emergency Services

Fire Department Headquarters
5642 Victor Street  Bakersfield, CA 93308 ¢ www.kerncountyfire.org
Telephone 661-391-7000 ¢ FAX 661-399-2915 ¢ TTY Relay 800-735-2929

April 12,2021

Jeff Gletne, Forester

Kern County Fire Department
5642 Victor St.

Bakersfield, CA 93308

Via email to:

RE: COMMENTS FOR THE HIGH-SPEED RAIL BAKERSFIELD TO PALMDALE PROJECT SECTION REVISED DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

PROJECT REVIEW INPUT
AS REQUIRED BY THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
AND
FIRE SAFE REGULATION

The Kern County Fire Department has no comment on the latest revision to the Draft EIR regarding two new candidate
species.

However, the KCFD’s primary fire protection responsibilities are on lands declared by to be SRA. The SRA Fire Safe Regulations
ere prepared and adopted for the purposes of establishing minimum wildfire protection standards in conjunction with building,

Fonstruction, and development in SRA. These regulations apply to the perimeters and access to all residential, commercial, and

ndustrial building construction approved after January 1, 1991. The regulations include minimum standards for the following:

1) Road standards for fire equipment access.

2) Standards for signs identifying streets, roads, and buildings.

3) Minimum private water supply reserves for emergency fire use.
4) Fuel breaks and greenbelts

These regulations do not supersede local regulations which equal or exceed minimum regulations adopted by the State.
A\dditionally, exceptions to these standards may be allowed by the inspection entity listed in 14 CCR § 1270.05, where the
Exceptions provide the same overall practical effect as these regulations. Exceptions granted by the inspection entity listed in
4 CCR § 1270.05 shall be made on a case-by-case basis only.

Based on the aforementioned regulations the KCFD requests that you address the following comment(s) in the Revised Draft

EIR:

1. Please demonstrate, in the form of written evidence, compliance with established minimum wildfire protection standards
as described under CCR Title 14 Natural Resources Division, 1.5 Department of Forestry, Chapter 7 — Fire Protection,
Subchapter 2 - SRA Fire Safe Regulations.

Thank you for your consideration of these comment(s). The KCFD appreciates your efforts to address these critical issues.
Sincerely,

Jeff Gletne, Forester

Proudly Serving the Cities of Arvin, Bakersfield, Delano, Maricopa, McFarland, Ridgecrest, Shafter,
Taft, Tehachapi, Wasco, and all Unincorporated Areas of Kern County
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Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Response to Submission 969 (Jeff Gletne, Kern County Fire Department, April 12, 2021)

969-1201

While this comment is not related to the new information about the monarch butterfly
and Southern California and Central Coast mountain lion as candidate species under
the Endangered Species Act, and new mitigation measures to address impacts to
wildlife resulting from lighting during construction and project operation in the Revised
Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS, the Authority appreciates all comments and is
responding in full here.

As discussed in Section 3.11.4.2 of this Final EIR/EIS, the Preferred Alternative is on
SRA and LRA land with Moderate and High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. The protection
standards listed in CCR Title 14 Natural Resources Division, 1.5 Department of
Forestry, Chapter 7 —Fire Protection, Subchapter 2 - SRA Fire Safe Regulations are
specific to emergency access, signing and building numbering, emergency water
standards, and fuel modification standards. While the standards are more focused on
roadway modification projects and development of inhabited structures, the HSR project
would ensure roadway modifications associated with the proposed project include
roadway signage that is visible and appropriately sized. Additionally, any facilities
developed as part of the HSR project would include appropriately sized signage. Finally,
the Contractor will be required to remove flammable vegetation and fuels from the
construction site and dispose at an approved landfill site, consistent with CCR Title 14,
1.5 Department of Forestry, Chapter 7, Subchapter 2, Article 5, Section 1276.02.

May 2021 California High-Speed Rail Authority
Page | 33-16 Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS




CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Submission 865 (Mike Zulfa, Kern High School District, February 26, 2021)

865-972

Bakersfield - Palmdale - RECORD #865 DETAIL

Status :

Record Date :
Affiliation Type :
Submission Date :
Interest As :
Submission Method :
First Name :

Last Name :
Professional Title :

Business/Organization :

Address :
Apt./Suite No. :

City :

State :

Zip Code :
Telephone :

Email :

Cell Phone :

Email Subscription :

Add to Mailing List :
EIR/EIS Comment :

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Good afternoon,

Action Pending

2/26/2021

Business and/or Organization
2/26/2021

Business and/or Organization

Project Email

Mike

Zulfa

Associate Superintendent of Business
Kern High School District

CA
00000

Mike_Zulfa@kernhigh.org

Bakersfield to Palmdale
, Press Releases

Yes

| am the new Associate Superintendent of Business for the Kern High School District.

Can you please add me to the list of recipients of information for the Bakersfield-Palmdale HSR project?

Thank you,

Michael Zulfa

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication and any documents, files or previous e-mail messages
attached to it, constitute an electronic communication within the scope of the Electronic Communication Privacy
Act (18 USCA ? 2510). This communication may contain non-public, confidential, or legally privileged
information intended for the sole use of the designated recipient(s). The unlawful interception, use or disclosure
of such information is strictly prohibited under 18 USCA ? 2511 and any applicable laws. If you are not the
intended recipient, or have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply

e-mail or by telephone and delete any and all electronic and hard copies of this communication, including
attachments, without reading them or saving them to disk.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 33 Response to Comments - Local Agencies on the RDEIR/SDEIS

Response to Submission 865 (Mike Zulfa, Kern High School District, February 26, 2021)

865-972

The commenter requested to be added to the distribution list for the Bakersfield to
Palmdale Project Section. The commenter has been added to the distribution list and is
listed in Chapter 10 of this Final EIR/EIS.

May 2021 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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